RAY’s Virgil Block was first assigned to USS SCORPION. That boat then went into the shipyard for
an abbreviated repair period. Block was transferred to RAY. After a trip to the Med SCORPION sank
22 May 1968 while returning to Norfolk. RAY was also returning to Norfolk at that time.

Virgil’s last signature on his SCORPION qualification card is dated 10 July 1967.

Scroll down.



QUALIFICATION TRAINING CARD

USS SOORPION (SSN-589)

NAME Laat First it i . SERVICE NO. o / DEP T ASSIGNED
Lol UrfGre B s |70 =/
Date Reporfed Aboard Ip__“d B O Shilp's Casantsation & s Div Off.
REMARKS
A.SYSTEMS
Group I - GENERAL /et Offigep  Date/

Tanks and Compartment Arrangement

Escape Equipment and Procedures

Trim and Drain Systems

Ventiliation System

Snorkel System

—— Low Pressure Blow System
Ballast Control Panel

L “dn |

(Officer Examiner

Date

Group II - GENERAL

Petty Officer

Radiation and Health Physics

Atmosphere Control a -
Air Conditioning and Heating Systems f‘ MM_@_@
Refrigeration System w
Fresh Water System ﬂE -~ -
Sanitary System '.'- X b J 3 e 7
£ 2 10 ficer Examiner Date
Group [II - AIR AND HYDRAULICS ey Doue Date
High Pressure Air System ‘C}' ﬁﬂ:‘l_
Ship’s Service Air System 3
Main and Vital Hydraulics Systems 10
Steering and Diving Hydraulics Systems =
Fxtemal Hydraulics System ;b: e —
| Yl %
Group [V - ORDNANCE Petey Officer _Date
Fire Control System 1
Torpedo Tubes and Handling Gear E‘: G =
Signal Ejectors % ‘(/Jm ¢ S '{-)l& V4 "E)——.
Magazine Flooding System :;‘ K\ g{/t 7-0 l\-—.’f _5-
Torpedoes, Small Arms and Pyrotechnics g“‘ e s
4 L0
Petty Officer Date

Group V - ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS

Basic Electrical System

e,
"

Electrical Distribution 1
Battery and Associated Systems "?
IC Systems !.:
Electronic Systems f - L -7 /(5 ‘i (1 AR &2
__Sonar Systems r : A Wz?iy) 2 ?/ﬂﬁﬂcﬁ///a{?
Radio Systems F 4 1 ¥ - i‘-’g p ];: /:g [ 26T
-éé 1D eyt IDate




A.SYSTEMS (Cont.

Group VI - ENGINEERING

Pctt)l' Officer -

Reactor Primary Systems Vi (7,

Steam and Propulsion Systems f

Feed and Condensate Systems 3?

Main and Auxiliary Sea Water Systems g Mﬁmm) 7 — 27

Fuel Transfer and Compensating Water Systems - 7 s ‘7 - j ’A f'}‘
<o F OB i

B.COMPARTMENTS
Torpedo Room 70
Operations Compartment - 1st. Level 0

| Operations Compartment - 2 nd. Level

b__!__,,___,w__’,__ _Operat ions Compartment - 3rd Level y

Reactor Compartment and Tunnel
Auxiliary Machinery Space 70
3 Engine Room and Maneuvering > 4 &
Topside and Bridge 5
(A
C.WATCHES
Station Petty Officer Date Officer I Date

Topside ( Inst. ) . ,{é 4 Lot 7
ey o T i

Topside ( Inst ) M /J‘Eéd};;_’ i
Topside Sosg ot L) ot ohd

LW Y

i > g 77
Lookout ( Inst ) /
Lookout (COB) Gun O11.) | %

R |

g
; mf
Helmsman ( Inst ) (oom &
} (oMC) avigator)
| Hel =7 | | 14
Planesman ( Inst ) i :
(coB) 3 (Diving OFff.) l l .
Pl -
¢ AT Lead ET ) -
it . Radar Op ( [nst ) -
W—_.WTF,T____WJ _ %
& y ik Seot. Leader) .
| 4. __Below Decks (Inst)
Below Decks ( Inst )
| Below Decks ( Inst )
| Below Decks ( Inst )
Below Decks UInst)
Below Decks an eling oL} J g

Thie man has completed the necessary Departmental Qualifications required for Submarine Qualification.

DATE DEPARTMENT HEAD
FINAL EXAMINATION I hereby certify that the above man has fully and properly fulfilled the requirements

for qualification ig Submarines as set forth by the Submarine Force Commander and the Commanding Officer,
U. 8. S. SCORPION (SSN-568%)

QUALIFICATION OFFICER

DATE
Designated as “Qualified in NUCLEAR SUBMARINE™.

3 COMMANDING OFFICER



NOW FOR DETAILS: =~ )

(SEARCH) : \

p 5p-MILE-WIDE STRIP 'ACROSS THE ATLANTIC FROM THE AZORES TO
THE CONTINENTAL SHELF OFF NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, IS BEING SEARCHED

TODAY FOR THE MISSING SUBMARINE "SCORPION,” THE NUCLEAR-POVERED
SUR AND HER 99-MAN CREW FAILED TO RETURN TO NORFOLK YESTERDAY

FROM MEDITERRANEAN TRAINING EXERCISES. NO WORD HAD BEEN RECEIVED
THAT THME SCORPION MIGHMT BE IN ANY TROUBLE. IF SHE SHOULD BE

IN TROUBLE, AND SHOULD BE LOCATED SUBNERGED HER MEN STILL COULD:NOT
BE RESCUED FROM DEPTHS GREATER THAN ABOUT €57 FEET, '

THIRTY-SEVEN SHIPS, RANGING IN TYPE FROM CONVENTIONAL
SURMARINES TO DESTROYERS, AND NUMERCUS PLANES ARE TAKING PART IN
THE SEARCH., ' 5
-DASH~- g : -

(THE SCORPION HAS NOT BEEN HEARD FROM FOR ONF WEEK. BUT

SHE HAD NOT BEFN EXPECTED TO -CONTACT NORFOLK BECAUSE SHE WAS :

TRAVEL ING HOME SUBMERGED FROM THE MEDITERRANFAN EXERCISES. HOWEVER,:

SMF SHOULD HMAVE BEEN HEARD FROM ABOUT NOON MONDAY, AS SHE

APPROACHED THE CONTINENTAL SHELF WHICH STRETCHES ABOUT 55 MILES

OUT FROM NORFOLK, AND BEGAN TO SURFACE. BY 7 P M, LAST

NIGHT IN’NORFOLK, THE NAVY OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED THE SCORPION

'OERDUE. CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS ADMIRAL THOMAS MOCRER

MENTIONED THINGS THAT COULD HAVE HAPPENED=--LIKE THE VERY BAD

ATLANTIC WEATHER WHICH MIGHT HAVE SLOWED DOWN THE SCORPION AND'

BLANKED OUT A MESSAGE ABOUT THE DELAY. BUT THE MYSTERY

REMAINS . : . : _
(THE SCORPION LAST, REPORTED WHEN SHE HAD LEFT THE STRAITS OF

GIBRALTAR, HOMEWARD BOUND FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN, AND WAS JUST

SOUTH OF THE AZORES. SHE WAS HEADED ALMOST DUE WEST--FOR

'NORFOLX,) e :

: (DETAILS) :
THE SCORPION'S DISAPPEARANCE IS THE THIRD INVOLVING A SUB
THIS YEAR. THE ISRAFLI SUR "DAKAR™ VANISHMED AT THE EASTERN END
OF THE MEDITERRANEAN LAST JANUARY WITH A CREW OF §9., AND WITHIN
- 48 HOURS, THE FRENCH SUBMARINE "MINERVE,” WITH 54 AEOARD,

DISAPPEARED ON MANEUVERS IN THE WESTERY MEDITERRANEAN.
-DASH-

. (TNE SCORPION IS A,SUB OF THE "SKIPJACK™ CLASS--AN OLDER .
ATNERATION THAN WAS THE SUBMARINE "THRESKER," WHICH DISAPPEARED
OFF CAPE COD IN 1963 WITH 129 MEN ABROARD, THE SCORPION IS 252
FEET LONG AND WAS BUILT IN 1962, IN 1962 SHME SET AN ENDURANCE
AECORD FOR- SEALED ATMOSPHMFRF OF 724 COMSECUTIVE DAYE,

_(SHIPS FROM NORFOLK, CHARLESTON, MEW LONDON, KEY WEST3

MAYPORT, FLORIDA; NEWPORT; FALL RIVFR, MASSACHUSETTS, AND
ROTA, SPAIN, ARE TAKING PART INNTHE SEARCH, ' THEY INCLUDE 21.

AT AURR~. TEM SIIBE - DATU MO FAR OAND NAN=NIICI FAR: FOUR '



